
They both agreed to it, so 
they are not hurting each 
other. (false rationalization.) 

They are not hurting anyone 
else, so it is morally acceptable. 
(false rationalization.) 

If it is legally acceptable, 
then it is morally acceptable. 
(false rationalization.) 

The legal system is the final 
judge of morality. (falsehood.) 

God is the final judge of 
morality. (truth.) 

What is done in the 
“privacy” of a bedroom is 
truly private. (falsehood.) 

God, angels, and demons do not exist, 
they do not care about our actions, or 
they cannot see our actions. (falsehood.) 

God, angels, and demons do exist, 
they do care about our actions, and 
they can see our actions. (truth.) 

It is possible to contain the 
consequences of human choices to 
the individuals who make the 
choices. (falsehood.) 

It is impossible to contain 
the consequences of human 
choices. The butterfly 
effect will always cause 
consequences to affect 
others (truth.) 

Sexual immorality is not 
an intrinsically spiritually 
and emotionally damaging 
act. (falsehood.) 

Sexual immorality is an 
intrinsically spiritually 
and emotionally 
damaging act. (truth.) 

They are both fully aware 
of the personal and 
relational consequences of 
their act. (falsehood.) 

Neither is fully aware 
of the personal and 
relational consequences 
of their act. (truth.) 

It is okay to have premarital sexual 
activity as long as the partners are 
either both consenting adults or 
both consenting underage minors. 
(false rationalization.) 

It is okay to have premarital 
sexual activity if both 
partners truly love each 
other. (false rationalization.) 

Sexual activity is the purest 
expression of romantic 
love. (falsehood.) 

Romantic love between 
two human partners is the 
highest form of love 
possible. (falsehood.) 

Romance and sexuality are 
to be glorified and 
worshipped. (falsehood.) 

Premarital sexual activity is an 
act of mutual love. (falsehood.) 

Mutual love in a 
relationship with God is 
the highest form of love 
possible. (truth.) 

God alone is to be glorified 
and worshipped. (truth.) 

Premarital sexual activity is 
an act of mutual lust. (truth.) 

They are dating, of 
course it is okay! 
(false rationalization.) 

Everyone in a dating 
relationship does it. 
(false rationalization.) 

They need to test whether they are 
sexually compatible before they 
make a long-term commitment. 
(false rationalization.) 

They do it in movies and 
TV shows all the time. 
(false rationalization.) 

Because it is popular to 
do this sinful act, 
individual moral 
responsibility will be 
diluted. (falsehood.) 

Everyone is personally 
morally responsible for 
their actions, regardless 
of whether they are 
popular or not. (truth.) 

A boyfriend, girlfriend, husband, 
or wife exists to meet their 
partner’s need for sexual 
gratification. (falsehood.) 

Marriage exists to glorify 
God by exemplifying the 
love relationship between 
Christ and the church. 
(truth.) 

Dating exists to determine 
the spiritual compatibility of 
potential marriage partners. 
(truth.) 

Celebrities and TV/movie 
characters are suitable 
templates for us to pattern 
our lives after. (falsehood.) 

Entertainment and popular 
culture are the final judge 
of right and wrong in a 
society. (falsehood.) 

Celebrities and TV/movie 
characters are not suitable 
templates for us to pattern 
our lives after. (truth.) 

God is the final judge of 
right and wrong in all 
societies. (truth.) 

Millions of unmarried 
partners engage in 
unprotected sexual immorality 
every year. (behavior vice.) 

It is morally acceptable to have 
sexual relations outside of a marriage 
relationship. (attitude vice.) 

Lust for sexual gratification. 
(attitude vice.) 

Sexual objectification. 
(attitude vice.) 

Romantic idolatry. (attitude vice.) 

Willingness to please other people at 
all costs. (attitude vice.) 

In the heat of the moment, we did not 
think about protection or have it 
available. (false rationalization.) 

Sexual immorality is more 
intimate or pleasurable 
without protection. 
(attitude vice.) 

Millions of unmarried women 
have unplanned pregnancies 
every year. (oppressive effect of 
behavior vice.) 

Carrying baby to term, 
putting baby up for 
adoption. (attitude virtue.) 

Carrying baby to term, rearing 
baby yourself. (attitude virtue.) 

Unplanned pregnancies are a 
source of personal and 
community shame. (oppression.) 

Unplanned pregnancies are a 
personal, career, and education 
inconvenience. (oppression.) 

Unplanned pregnancies are a 
living reminder of the act of 
immorality, which causes 
persistent guilt. (oppression.) 

If I “destroy the evidence”, I 
will feel less guilty about the 
act. (false innocence.) 

If I “destroy the evidence”, I 
will avoid shame and restore 
honor. (false honor.) 

If I “remove the inconvenience”, 
I will still be able to achieve my 
personal, career, and education 
goals. (false power.) 

Millions of children are 
murdered every year. 
(behavior vice.) 

Human sacrifice is a powerful source 
of demonic spiritual power. (see 2 
Kings 3:27 and other Bible passages) 
(false power.) 

Some of that spiritual power is used to 
maintain the stronghold of human 
sacrifice by supporting falsehoods, 
vices, and oppressions. (false power.) 

Some of that spiritual power is 
used to maintain castle atheism, 
vice, and oppression by 
supporting the vices and 
falsehoods therein. (false power.) 

Some of that spiritual power 
is used to attack Castle Truth 
and Virtue by attacking the 
virtues and knowledge 
therein. (false power.) 

Some of that spiritual power is used to 
maintain other false religious and secular 
philosophical systems that are based on 
falsehood, guilt, shame, fear, false innocence, 
false honor, and false power. (false power.) 

Castle of Human Sacrifice 

Supporting abortion or “a woman’s right to 
choose” are morally acceptable. (attitude vice.) 

Rampart of Legal 
Rationalization 

Rampart of Romantic 
Rationalization 

Rampart of Society 
Rationalization 

Parapets of 
False Power 

Tower of 
Abortion 

Walls of Sexual 
Immorality 



God does not exist. (false) Empirical science is the only 
reliable source of truth. (false) Acting out an attitude of rebellion and 

defiance against God by claiming that 
He does not exist. 

Acting out an attitude of 
rebellion and defiance 
against God by claiming that 
all potential sources of truth 
about Him are unreliable. 

Science must be done assuming 
naturalism and materialism. Could be 
either metaphysical naturalism or 
methodological naturalism. (false) 

Reasonably valid logic. 
Metaphysical naturalism would 
require more support. 

Humans are completely material beings. 
Thus, their behavior is reducible to the 
biology, chemistry, and physics of their 
brains and nervous systems. (false) 

Naturalistic evolution and projected future 
scientific developments can completely explain 
the origin and development of life. Naturalistic 
evolution is immune to criticism. (false) 

Reasonably valid logic assuming 
metaphysical naturalism. 

Reasonably valid logic in the sense that 
naturalistic evolution is the best 
available naturalistic theory of life. 

Human behavior is complex. (true) 

Supported as a valid inductive 
conclusion from the empirical 
evidence of psychology. 

An extreme extrapolation that 
is inductively unwarranted by 
the evidence. 

There is no transcendent beauty or 
meaning in art. Dialectic materialism 
reduces it to the subjective experiences of 
individuals. (false) 

Most humans would consider art to 
be objectively beautiful. (true) 

Supported as a valid inductive 
conclusion from the empirical 
evidence of the anthropology of 
art. 

Valid logic because this is 
the best materialistic 
explanation of art. 

Prejudicially must assume that 
the human experience of beauty 
is purely subjective. 

Life is complex. (true) 

Supported as a valid inductive 
conclusion from the empirical 
evidence of biology. 

An extreme extrapolation that 
is inductively unwarranted by 
the evidence. Also, improperly 
assumes that science will 
develop in a certain way in the 
future. 

Religion has no objective merit, and its existence 
can be completely explained by evolutionary 
psychology. (false) 

Most humans practice religions or 
believe in the supernatural. (true) 

Supported as a valid inductive 
conclusion from the empirical 
evidence of the anthropology of 
religion. 

Prejudicially must assume that 
the religious experiences and 
beliefs of most humans are 
purely subjective. 

Valid logic because this is 
the best naturalistic 
explanation of religion. 

Religion should be a purely private matter. It has 
no place in schools, governments, arts, music, 
media, or culture in general. (false) 

Valid logic, but requires other assumptions in the 
social sciences that are not discussed here. 

Rebellion and defiance of 
God and authority. (vice 
attitude) 

The Bible, theology, beauty, and 
religious experiences are not reliable 
sources of truth. (false) 

Valid logic. 

Need for intimacy with 
God. (legitimate need.) 

God is a crutch who keeps 
people from reaching their 
full potential. I can make 
my own purpose and truth 
(false rationalization.) 

God is not answering my prayers or giving me 
enough spiritual pleasure, so God messed up. 
(false rationalization.) 

Need to find one’s 
purpose and reach one’s 
full potential. (legitimate 
need.) 

I do not like the fact that there is evil and 
suffering in the world, so God messed up. (false 
rationalization.) 

I had a bad experience with 
the church/Christians, so 
God messed up. (false 
rationalization.) 

He/she is not meeting my 
needs, so I will have to 
take matters into my own 
hands and control him/her. 
(false rationalization.) 

Need for human intimacy. 
(legitimate need.) 

Need to find one’s 
purpose and reach one’s 
full potential. (legitimate 
need.) 

I am just doing what is best 
for to reach my full 
potential, it does not matter 
who I step on to do it. 
(false rationalization.) 

Need to feel stable and 
secure. (legitimate need.) 

All these kids are messing 
up the perfect order I have 
created in my home. (false 
rationalization.) 

Selfishness and desire to control 
others. (attitude vice.) 

Willingness to please other people at all costs. (attitude vice.) 

Need for human intimacy. 
(legitimate need.) 

Need to feel stable and 
secure. (legitimate need.) 

If I just [commit this 
immoral behavior], he/she 
will like me more, and I 
will feel more secure in 
this relationship. (false 
rationalization.) 

I need to be in a 
relationship, so I am 
willing to be pressured to 
commit sexual immorality. 
(false rationalization.) 

He/she will respect me 
if I [commit this 
immoral behavior]. 
(false rationalization.) 

Need to feel respected. 
(legitimate need.) 

Insensitivity to the evil of sin. (attitude vice.) 

Need to feel stable and 
secure. (legitimate need.) 

Everyone else is doing it. I want to feel 
secure by fitting in. (false rationalization.) 

Being a good steward of my time, 
money, and talent. (legitimate need.) 

I don’t care, it’s not my problem. (false 
rationalization.) 

Romantic idolatry. (attitude vice.) 

Need for human intimacy. 
(legitimate need.) 

Need for intimacy with 
God. (legitimate need.) 

Need to find one’s 
purpose and reach one’s 
full potential. (legitimate 
need.) 

God is not meeting my 
needs, so I need a 
boyfriend/girlfriend to 
pick up the slack. (false 
rationalization.) 

I “love” him/her, so it is 
morally right for us to have 
premarital sexual activity. 
(false rationalization.) 

I am a deficient human 
being until I get married and 
have kids. (false 
rationalization and shame.) 

You complete me. (false 
rationalization.) 

Pride in commission and support of 
immoral behavior. (attitude vice.) 

Need to feel respected. 
(legitimate need.) 

I will do what I want to do. 
Don’t judge me! (false 
rationalization.) 

This is the 21st century, get with the 
program! (false rationalization.) 

Lust for sexual gratification. 
(attitude vice.) 

Need for happiness. 
(legitimate need.) 

If it feels good, do it. 
(false rationalization.) 

Perversion of the human need for happiness 
in trying to find happiness in inappropriate 
sexual activities. 

Lust for chemical pleasure and 
altered moods. (attitude vice.) 

Perversion of the human need for happiness 
in trying to find happiness in chemically-
induced euphoria and mood alteration. 

Sexual objectification. (attitude vice.) 

Need for human intimacy. 
(legitimate need.) 

Need for intimacy with 
God. (legitimate need.) 

Need to feel respected. 
(legitimate need.) 

God is not meeting my 
needs, so I need to look 
at pornography to pick 
up the slack. (false 
rationalization.) 

He/she is not meeting my 
sexual needs, so I will have 
to look at pornography to 
pick up the slack. (false 
rationalization.) 

He/she will only think I am 
beautiful, if I [“enhance” or 
show off my body in this 
way]. (false rationalization.) 

Looking at pornography. (behavior vice.) 

Pornography addiction. (dysfunctional effect 

of behavior vice.) 

Lust for sexual gratification. 
(attitude vice.) 

Sexual objectification. 
(attitude vice.) 

Insensitivity to the evil of 
sin. (attitude vice.) 

Engaging in premarital sexual 
activity. (behavior vice.) 

Lust for sexual gratification. 
(attitude vice.) 

Sexual objectification. (attitude vice.) 

Romantic idolatry. (attitude vice.) 

Willingness to please other people at 
all costs. (attitude vice.) 

Romantic idolatry. (attitude vice.) Reading or watching inappropriate romantic 
books or romantic comedies. (behavior vice.) 

Praising those who do wrong [Romans 1:32]. (behavior vice.) AND 

 mocking those who do right [1 Peter 4:3–5]. (behavior vice.) 

Selfishness and desire to control 
others. (attitude vice.) 

Rebellion and defiance of 
God/authority. (attitude vice.) 

Insensitivity to the evil of 
sin. (attitude vice.) 

Pride in commission and support of 
immoral behavior. (attitude vice.) 

Pressuring others into sexual 
immorality. (behavior vice.) 

Lust for sexual gratification. 
(attitude vice.) 

Selfishness and desire to control 
others. (attitude vice.) 

Sexual objectification. 
(attitude vice.) 

Rebellion and defiance of 
God/authority. (attitude vice.) 

Vandalism and rioting. 
(behavior vice.) 

Using illegal drugs [Romans 13:1–4]. 
(behavior vice.) 

Lust for chemical pleasure and 
altered moods. (attitude vice.) 

Using tobacco, marijuana, and 
alcohol in excess [Ephesians 5:18]. 
(behavior vice.) 

Rebellion and defiance of 
God/authority. (attitude vice.) 

Tobacco, marijuana, alcohol, and illegal 
drug addiction. (dysfunctional effect of 
behavior vice.) 

  

Selfishness and desire 
to control others. 
(attitude vice.) 

When you destroy 
something, you 
wrest future 
control of it from 
others. 

LBGTQ+ activities. 
(behavior vice.) 

Lust for sexual gratification. 
(attitude vice.) 

Sexual objectification. (attitude vice.) 

Romantic idolatry. (attitude vice.) 

Willingness to please other people at 
all costs. (attitude vice.) 

Insensitivity to the evil of 
sin. (attitude vice.) 

Dressing immodestly. 
(behavior vice.) 

Sexual objectification. 
(attitude vice.) 

Profanity, obscenity, and 
blasphemy. (behavior vice.) 

Lust for sexual 
gratification. 
(attitude vice.) 

Sexual objectification. (attitude vice.) 

Willingness to please other people at 
all costs. (attitude vice.) 

Rebellion and defiance of 
God/authority. (attitude vice.) 

Pride in commission and support of 
immoral behavior. (attitude vice.) 

Insensitivity to the evil of sin. (attitude vice.) 

Willingness to please other people at 
all costs. (attitude vice.) 

Pain. (effect of 
oppression.) 

Lust for sexual 
gratification. (attitude 
vice.) 

Lust for chemical 
pleasure and altered 
moods. (attitude vice.) 

Profanity, obscenity, and 
blasphemy. (behavior vice.) 

If I curse, I will feel better. 
(false rationalization.) 

If I destroy things or hurt 
people, I will feel better. 
(false rationalization.) 

If I commit sexual 
immorality or get 
drunk, I will feel 
better. (false 
rationalization.) 

Vandalism and rioting. 
(behavior vice.) 

Pressuring people into 
sexual immorality. 
(behavior vice.) 

Mental illnesses 
can cause pain.  

Physical illnesses 
or injury can 
cause pain.  

Demons can 
cause pain.  

Tragic 
circumstances can 
cause pain.  

Bondage in an abusive relationship or 
oppressive government can cause pain. 
(effect of oppression.) 

Legend: 

Legitimate Need: A legitimate human need that can be met either by trusting God to meet it in His timing and providence in a legitimate way (Philippians 
4:19) or by developing an attitude vice that desires to meet the need in an illegitimate, sinful, unhealthy, or dysfunctional way (1 John 2:15–17). 

Attitude Vice: A legitimate need is “twisted” such that a “need” or desire to commit behavior vices is created. 

False Rationalization: A falsehood (Romans 1:18) that is believed for the purpose of excusing, justifying, or rationalizing the use of an attitude vice to 
attempt to meet a legitimate need. 

Behavior Vice: An external behavior that would be biblically categorized as sinful. These are always against God and against oneself, but may also be 
directly against others as well. The impetus for performing these behaviors comes from one’s attitude vices (James 1:13–15) or externally from demons (1 
Peter 5:8–9) or other humans (Ephesians 2:1–3). 

Effects of Oppression: The painful, harmful, enslaving, and dysfunctional effects of the (internal) belief in falsehoods, the harboring of attitude vices, and 
the committing of behavior vices. Also, the effects of living in a fallen and broken world, which includes the fact that demons and other humans can 
inflict external oppression on people. 

Sources of Oppression: The societal, physical, or mental conditions, false beliefs, attitude vices, and behavior vices that cause the internal oppression. 
Demons or other people are the source of external oppression. 

Societal Conditions: Factors endemic to a human’s culture that enable the oppression to happen more easily. 

Physical Conditions: Physical illnesses or injuries that cause pain, harm, or dysfunction. 

Mental Conditions: Mental illnesses or tragic circumstances that cause pain, harm, or dysfunction. 

Illegitimate seeking of relief from oppression: In order to desperately attempt to mitigate or remove the effects of oppression, humans often seek relief 
illegitimately by believing further falsehoods, developing attitude vices, and committing behavior vices. 

Atheism Tower 

Towers of 
Vice and 
Oppression 

Castle Atheism, Vice, and Oppression 
“For though we live in the body, 
we do not wage war in an 
unspiritual way, since the 
weapons of our warfare are not 
worldly, but are powerful 
through God for the demolition 
of strongholds. We demolish 
arguments and every high 
minded thing that is raised up 
against the knowledge of God, 
taking every thought captive to 
obey Christ.” 
2 Corinthians 10: 3–5  (HCSB) 

“For our battle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, 
against the world powers of this 
darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavens.” 
Ephesians 6 : 12 (HCSB) 

“And the world with its lust is 
passing away, but the one who 
does God’s will remains forever.” 
Ephesians 6 : 12 (HCSB) 

“The fool says in his heart, “God 
does not exist.” They are 
corrupt, and they do vile deeds. 
There is no one who does good.” 
Psalm 14 : 1 and  Psalm 53:1 
(HCSB) 



The resurrection authenticates 
Jesus’s ministry, which 
authenticates the rest of the Bible. 

Many Christians do not seriously question 
God’s existence because they have 
experienced Him veridically. This is good 
and virtuous, not ignorant or credulous. 

Provide additional (dual) 
warrant to the truth of the 
above statement of faith. 

Theology, philosophy, 
science, beauty, and religious 
experiences can be reliable 
sources of truth. (true.) 

Theistic Realism: In some fields 
of knowledge, a realistic 
assessment of God’s existence is 
not needed to advance the fields. 
In other fields, the assumption that 
God does not exist has seriously 
dampened the advancement of the 
fields. (true.) 

The Bible validates these fields in 
various ways, when they are used 
correctly in submission to God. 

Studying, observing, 
analyzing, and synthesizing 
to build one’s knowledge. 
(behavior virtue.) 

Seeking knowledge. 
(attitude virtue.) 

Self-control, self-discipline, 
and a strong work ethic under 
Christ. (attitude virtue.) 

God exists and He 
raised Jesus from 
the dead! (true.) 

Evidential arguments 
for the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the 
dead (true.) 

Natural theology 
arguments for God’s 
existence (true.) 

The Bible is a reliable 
source of truth! (true.) 

Mutual love and respect in 
relationship with God. 
(attitude virtue.) 

There is positive warrant for some 
forms of creationism and intelligent 
design from design inferences and 
design discourses built on the 
empirical evidence of biology. The 
repeated failures of naturalistic 
theories to adequately and 
comprehensively explain life’s 
complexity motivates the search for 
better theories. 

Supported as a valid inductive conclusion 
from the empirical evidence of psychology. 

Supported as a valid inductive conclusion 
from the empirical evidence of biology. 

Theistic Realism: In some fields of knowledge, a 
realistic assessment of God’s existence is not 
needed to advance the fields. In other fields, the 
assumption that God does not exist has seriously 
dampened the advancement of the fields. (true.) 

Studying, observing, 
analyzing, and synthesizing 
to build one’s knowledge. 
(behavior virtue.) 

Human behavior is complex. (true) 

Life is complex. (true) 

A comprehensive, integrated theory of human behavior 
should be developed that takes psychology, sociology, 
economics, philosophy of mind, and theological 
anthropology into account. (true.) 

Creationist or Intelligent Design 
theories are likely needed to 
adequately explain the creation and 
development of life. (true.) 

Leaving out the spiritual realities of God and 
human souls has dampened the development 
of the social sciences. 

Most humans would consider 
art to be beautiful. (true) 

The perceptions of most humans with 
regard to beauty are correct in 
principle, if often flawed in practice. 

Art can be objectively 
beautiful because it 
reflects God’s beauty 
in a finite way. (true) 

Worshipping God 
through appreciation of 
natural beauty and 
beautiful artwork. 
(behavior virtue.) 

Theistic Realism: In some fields of knowledge, a 
realistic assessment of God’s existence is not 
needed to advance the fields. In other fields, the 
assumption that God does not exist has seriously 
dampened the advancement of the fields. (true.) 

Supported as a valid inductive conclusion from the 
empirical evidence of the anthropology of religion. 

  

Worshipping and serving God and being in a 
relationship with Him with mutual love and 
respect are the greatest virtues. (true.) 

Most humans practice religions or 
believe in the supernatural. (true) 

Supported by evidence from the 
Bible and Perfect Being Theology. 

  

The perceptions of most humans with regard to the 
importance of religion and the reality of the supernatural 
are correct in principle, if often flawed in practice. 

Worshipping God 
through appreciation 
of natural beauty and 
beautiful artwork. 
(behavior virtue.) 

Worshipping God 
through music. 
(behavior virtue.) 

Worshipping God in 
the midst of hardship 
and suffering 
(behavior virtue.) 

Serving God and others 
with the spiritual gifts 
God has given you. 
(behavior virtue.) 

Mutual love and respect in 
a relationship with God. 
(attitude virtue.) 

God and Jesus Christ should be openly 
worshipped and acknowledged as 
sovereign over schools, government, arts, 
music, media, and culture in general. 
Appropriate safeguards should be in 
place to protect religious freedom and 
freedom of conscience. Also, appropriate 
safeguards should be in place to prevent 
unscrupulous religious leaders from 
gaining too much power. (true.) 

Seeking knowledge. 
(attitude virtue.) 

Self-control, self-discipline, 
and a strong work ethic under 
Christ. (attitude virtue.) 

Seeking wisdom. 
(attitude virtue.) 

Need to find one’s purpose and 
reach one’s full potential. 
(legitimate need.) 

Finding purpose in living 
out God’s will for your 
life. (attitude virtue.) 

Security in salvation by 
grace through faith in 
Christ. (attitude virtue.) 

Need to feel secure and 
stable. (legitimate need.) 

Need for intimacy with 
God. (legitimate need.) 

Willingness to trust God through 
all circumstances. (attitude virtue.) Mutual love and respect in 

relationship with God. 
(attitude virtue.) 

Joy in relationship with 
God. (attitude virtue.) 

Need for happiness. 
(legitimate need.) 

Moderate, non-idolatrous joy 
in activities, behaviors, and 
possessions. (attitude virtue.) 

Joy in non-idolatrous 
relationships with 
others. (attitude 
virtue.) 

Mutual love and respect 
in relationship with 
others. (attitude virtue.) 

Willingness to trust others at a 
moderate and wise level. (attitude 
virtue.) 

Need for human 
intimacy. 
(legitimate need.) 

Corporate 
worship. 

Joy in relationship with 
God. (attitude virtue.) 

Worshipping God through 
music. (behavior virtue.) 

Worshipping God through 
appreciation of natural 
beauty and beautiful art 
work. (behavior virtue.) 

Joy in relationship with 
others. (attitude virtue.) 

Mutual love and respect 
in relationships with 
others. (attitude virtue.) 

Loving others with 
the 5 love languages. 
(behavior virtue.) 

Gratefully receiving 
love from others via 
the 5 love languages. 
(behavior virtue.) 

Worshipping God in the 
midst of hardship and 
suffering. (behavior virtue.) 

Serving God and others 
with the spiritual gifts God 
has given you. (behavior 
virtue.) 

Respecting the free will 
decisions of others within 
reason. (behavior virtue.) 

Serving at one’s 
workplace with a good 
attitude. (behavior 
virtue.) 

Mutual love and respect 
in relationship with 
God. (attitude virtue.) 

Willingness to trust God in all 
circumstances. (attitude virtue.) 

Willingness to trust others at a moderate 
and wise level. (attitude virtue.) 

Mutual love and respect 
in relationship with 
God. (attitude virtue.) 

Finding purpose in living 
out God’s will for your 
life. (attitude virtue.) 

Studying the Bible, listening to sermons, 
reading Christian books, and being discipled 
by wise Christians. (behavior virtue.) 

Mutual love and respect 
in relationships with 
others. (attitude virtue.) 

Studying, observing, analyzing, 
and synthesizing to build one’s 
knowledge. (behavior virtue.) 

Seeking wisdom. 
(attitude virtue.) 

Seeking knowledge. 
(attitude virtue.) 

Lord Jesus 
Christ Gate 

Tower of Virtue 

Tower of Truth 

Castle Truth and Virtue Legend: 

Legitimate Need: A legitimate human need that can be met either by trusting God to meet it in His timing and 
providence in a legitimate way (Philippians 4:19) or by developing an attitude vice that desires to meet the 
need in an illegitimate, sinful, unhealthy, or dysfunctional way (1 John 2:15–17). 

Attitude Virtue: The attitude toward meeting a legitimate need that is also holy and legitimate. The attitude 
virtue promotes the healthy activities that are characterized as behavior virtues. 

Behavior Virtue: An external behavior that would be biblically categorized as healthy and loving. These show 
love toward oneself, others, and God in appropriate measures. The impetus for performing these behaviors 
comes from one’s attitude virtues, from the Holy Spirit, or from other humans. 

“Jesus told him, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except 
through Me.” 
John 14 : 6 (HCSB) 

“He [God] made the One [Jesus] 
who did not sin to be sin for us, 
so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.” 
2 Corinthians 5 : 21 (HCSB) 

“I am the door [gate]. If anyone 
enters by Me, he will be saved 
and will come in and go out and 
find pasture. A thief comes only 
to steal and to destroy. I have 
come so that you may have life 
and have it in abundance.” 
John 10 : 9–10 (HCSB) 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faith, 
gentleness, self-control. Against 
such things there is no law. Now 
those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. Since we 
live by the Spirit, we must also 
follow the Spirit.” 
Galatians 5 : 22–25 (HCSB) 

“So Jesus said to the Jews who 
had believed Him, “If you 
continue in My word, you 
really are My disciples. You will 
know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.” 
John 8: 31–32 (HCSB) 

“Wisdom is supreme—so get 
wisdom. And whatever else you 
get, get understanding. Cherish 
her, and she will exalt you; if 
you embrace her, she will honor 
you. She will place a garland of 
grace on your head; she will 
give you a crown of beauty.” 
Proverbs 4: 7–9 (HCSB) 

“Love finds no joy in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices in 
the truth. It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.” 
1 Corinthians 13 : 6–7 (HCSB) “For God has not given us a spirit 

of fearfulness, but one of power, 
love, and sound judgment.” 
1 Corinthians 13 : 6–7 (HCSB) 

“Therefore, whether you eat or 
drink, or whatever you do, do 
everything for God’s glory.” 
1 Corinthians 10 : 31 (HCSB) 



Arsenal of the Spirit 

Hatchet of Humility: (attitude virtue.) 

“Humble yourselves before the 
Lord, and he will lift you up.” 
(James 4:10, NIV, truth.) 

 ”But he gives us more grace. That is 
why Scripture says: ‘God opposes the 
proud  but shows favor to the humble’.” 
(James 4:6, NIV, truth.) 

 “Pride goes before destruction, 
a haughty spirit before a fall.” 
(Proverbs 16:18, NIV, truth.) 

 “Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the earth.” 
(Matthew 5:5, NIV, truth.) 

Hammer of the Holy Spirit: (Personal Divine Being.) 

“So he said to me, “This is the word 
of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by 
might nor by power, but by my 
Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.”” 
(Zechariah 4:6, NIV, truth.) 

“For God has not given us a spirit 
of fearfulness, but one of power, 
love, and sound judgment.” 
(2 Timothy  1:7, HCSB, truth.) 

“For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
received the Spirit of adoption, by 
whom we cry out, “Abba, Father!”” 
(Romans 8:15, HCSB, truth.) 

“Do not quench the Spirit.” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:19, NIV, truth.) 

“The wind blows where it pleases, and you 
hear its sound, but you don’t know where it 
comes from or where it is going. So it is 
with everyone born of the Spirit.” 
(John 3:8, HCSB, truth.) 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 
gentleness, self-control. Against such 
things there is no law.” 
(Galatians 5:22-23, HCSB, truth.) 

Waraxe of the Word of God: (truth) 

“For the word of God is living and effective and 
sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating 
as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and 
marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and thoughts of 
the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12, HCSB, truth.) 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable 
for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for 
training in righteousness,  so that the man of God 
may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17, HCSB, truth.) 

“Take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is God’s word.” 
(Ephesians 6:17, HCSB, truth.) 

Claymore of Courage and Peace: (attitude virtues.) 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”    
(Philippians 4:6-7, NIV, truth.) 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged, for the Lord your God 
will be with you wherever you go.” 
(Joshua 1:9, NIV, truth.) 

“For God has not given us a spirit 
of fearfulness, but one of power, 
love, and sound judgment.” 
(2 Timothy  1:7, HCSB, truth.) 

“For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
received the Spirit of adoption, by 
whom we cry out, “Abba, Father!”” 
(Romans 8:15, HCSB, truth.) 

“There is no fear in love. But perfect 
love drives out fear, because fear has 
to do with punishment. The one who 
fears is not made perfect in love.” 
(1 John 4:18, NIV, truth.) 

Trident of Truth, Knowledge and Wisdom: (attitude virtues.) 

“Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” 
(John 8:32, NIV, truth.) 

“Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” (John 14:6, NIV, truth.) 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask 
God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you.” 
(James 1:5, NIV, truth.) 

“For God is not the author of confusion, 
but of peace, as in all churches of the 
saints.” (1 Corinthians 14:33, KJV, truth.) 

Pike of Purity: (attitude virtue.) 

“Flee also youthful lusts: but follow 
righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with 
them that call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart.” (2 Timothy 2:22, KJV, truth.) 

“Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort 
him as if he were your father. Treat younger 
men as brothers, older women as mothers, and 
younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.” 
(1 Timothy 5:1-2, NIV, truth.) 

“No foul language is to come from your 
mouth, but only what is good for 
building up someone in need, so that it 
gives grace to those who hear.” 
(2 Timothy  1:7, HCSB, truth.) 

“Do not misuse the name of the Lord your 
God, because the Lord will not leave anyone 
unpunished who misuses His name.” 
(Exodus 20:7, HCSB, truth.) 

“You are not to sleep with a man as 
with a woman; it is detestable.” 
(Leviticus 18:22, HCSB, truth.) 

Lance of Love: (attitude virtue.) 

“If I speak human or angelic languages but do not 
have love, I am a sounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal.  

If I have the gift of prophecy and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 
faith so that I can move mountains but do not 
have love, I am nothing.  

And if I donate all my goods to feed the poor, and 
if I give my body in order to boast but do not 
have love, I gain nothing.  

Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, 
is not boastful, is not conceited, does not act 
improperly, is not selfish, is not provoked, and 
does not keep a record of wrongs.  

Love finds no joy in unrighteousness but rejoices 
in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.” 
(1 Corinthians 13:1-7, HCSB, truth.) 

“Dear children, let us not love with words 
or speech but with actions and in truth.” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:19, NIV, truth.) 

“See what great love the Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be called children of God! And 
that is what we are! The reason the world does 
not know us is that it did not know him.” 
(1 John 3:1, NIV, truth.) 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers,  neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39, NIV, truth.) 

“I am sure of this, that He who started a 
good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.” (Philippians  1:6, HCSB, truth.) 

Saber of Salvation, Sanctification, and Healing: (gifts of God.) 

“Yet He Himself bore our sicknesses, and He 
carried our pains; but we in turn regarded Him 
stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.  

But He was pierced because of our 
transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities; 
punishment for our peace was on Him, and we 
are healed by His wounds.  

We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned 
to our own way; and the Lord has punished Him 
for the iniquity of us all.” 
(Isaiah 53:4-6, HCSB, truth.) 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For 
we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do.” (Ephesians 2:9-10, NIV, truth.) 

“If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” 
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved. One believes with the 
heart, resulting in righteousness, and one confesses 
with the mouth, resulting in salvation.”       
(Romans 10:9-10, HCSB, truth.) 

Halberd of the Hope of Heaven: (attitude virtue.) 

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” 
(Matthew 6:33, KJV, truth.) 

“Delight thyself also in the Lord: and he 
shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” 
(Psalm 37:4, KJV, truth.) 

“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  

Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear with him in glory.” (Colossians 3:1-4, KJV, truth.) 

“And my God will meet all your needs according to 
the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.” 
(Philippians 4:19, HCSB, truth.) 

Rapier of Resistance: (attitude virtue.) 

“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist 
the devil, and he will flee from you.  
(James 4:7, NIV, truth.) 

“You are from God, little children, and you have 
conquered them, because the One who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world.” 
(1 John 4:4, HCSB, truth.) 

“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the 
faith, because you know that the family of believers 
throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of 
sufferings.” (1 Peter 5:8-9, NIV, truth.) 

“The Lord will rescue me from every evil 
attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly 
kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. (2 Timothy 4:18, NIV, truth.) 

“But the Lord is faithful, and he will 
strengthen you and protect you from the 
evil one.  (Ephesians 2:9-10, NIV, truth.) 

Javelin of Justice: (attitude virtue.) 

“Even youths grow tired and weary, and young 
men stumble and fall; but those who hope in 
the Lord will renew their strength. They will 
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  
(Isaiah 40:30-31, NIV, truth.) 

“It is mine to avenge; I will repay. In due time their 
foot will slip; their day of disaster is near and their 
doom rushes upon them.”  

The Lord will vindicate his people and relent 
concerning his servants when he sees their strength 
is gone and no one is left, slave or free.” 
(Deuteronomy 32:35-36, NIV, truth.) 

“It is a terrifying thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God!” 
(Hebrews 10:31, HCSB, truth.) 

“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A 
man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to 
please their flesh, from the flesh will reap 
destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, 
from the Spirit will reap eternal life.”              
(Galatians 6:7-8, NIV, truth.) 

“For our God is a consuming fire.” 
(Hebrews 12:29, HCSB, truth.) 

Polearm of Perseverance: (attitude virtue.) 

“This is why I endure all things for the elect: so that they 
also may obtain salvation, which is in Christ Jesus, with 
eternal glory.”  (2 Timothy 2:10, HCSB, truth.) 

“Father, if you are willing, take this cup [Christ’s 
sufferings on the cross] from me; yet not my will, but 
yours be done.” (Luke 22:42, NIV, truth.) 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever 
you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the 
testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything.” 
(James 1:2-5, NIV, truth.) 

“For our momentary light affliction is producing for us 
an absolutely incomparable eternal weight of glory. So 
we do not focus on what is seen, but on what is unseen. 
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:17-18, HCSB, truth.) 

“So you also, when you have done 
everything you were told to do, should 
say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we 
have only done our duty.’” 
(Luke 17:10, NIV, truth.) 

“However, do not rejoice that the spirits 
submit to you, but rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven.” 
(Luke 10:20, NIV, truth.) 

“He is the One coming after me, whose 
sandal strap I’m not worthy to untie.” 
(John 1:27, HCSB, truth.) 

“He must increase, but I must 
decrease.”  (John 3:30, HCSB, truth.) 

“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it.” 
(Matthew 16:18, NIV, truth.) 
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